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Session proposal:

Partners of the International Networking Initiative on Safe and Sustainable Nanotechnologies
(INISS-nano) are joining forces in developing and testing methodologies for Safe, Sustainable
and Responsible by Design of nano-enabled advanced technologies.

The aims of this session at STS-Graz 2026 are:

To refine social and ethical foresight with respect to “nano-enabled advanced technologies”.
The scope of this topic includes among others Ethical Impact Assessment (e.g. CEN CWA
17145-2, 2017, Malsch et al. 2024, UNESCO, 2023), Ethics by Design (e.g. Francis et al,
2023), Scenario Exploration Systems (e.g. European Commission, 2024 ), and Narrative ethics
(e.g. Baldwin, C. (2015).

We invite participants in STS-Graz to submit papers demonstrating state-of-the-art social and
ethical foresight methodology on key enabling technologies and advanced materials,
highlighting methodological weaknesses and opportunities for improvement of the
methodology and its relevance to real-world impacts of advanced materials and technologies.
The aim is to focus the future research agenda in Safe, Sustainable and Responsible by
Design of nano-enabled advanced technologies on addressing these identified weaknesses
and opportunities for improvement.

After the oral presentations, the session ends with a Mentimeter exercise where participants
can vote for the most significant weaknesses and most promising opportunities. Participants
are also invited to join INISS-nano: https://nsc-community.eu/cooperation/.
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